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Background

• 2017; CC EE/ From the Interim Evaluation 
of Horizon 2020 towards the ninth
Framework Programme

• 2018; Final Report of the ERAC Ad-hoc 
WG on Partnerships on „Criteria“

• 2018; ERAC Ad-hoc WG on partnerships –
Final Report

• 2017; Interim evaluation of Horizon 2020

• 2017-2018; MLE on national practices in 
widening participation and stenghthening
synergies - topic report: Improving
networking through participation in EU-
level initiatives

• 2017; Interim evaluation of the Joint 
Undertakings operating under H2020

• 2017; Mid-term review of the contractual 
Public Private Partnerships (cPPPs) under
H2020



Our work

on inclusiveness measures
sent to Art. 185 and JTIs

(2) QUESTIONNAIRE

On measures for (increasing) 
openness sent to JPIs

(3) LETTER

Mapping of Country involvement

(1) EXCEL



For ERA-NETs, A.185s, EJPs, JPIs, 
JTIs, FET Flagships, cPPPs, KICs

Overview Country by 
partnership

ERALEARN: P2P Database
eCORDA: JTIs
www: FETFlagships
DG EAC: for KICs
DG CNECT: for cPPPs

Data gathering

(1) Excel



Horizon Europe Clusters

i. Health

ii. Culture, creativity and inclusive society

iii. Civil Security for Society

iv. Digital, Industry and Space

v. Climate, Energy and Mobility

vi. Food, BioE, Natural Resources, Agric. and ENV

INTERDISCIPLINARY



Innovation leaders on average involved
in  most partnerships

Clustering
According to EIS



LEADERS

SE � FI � DK � NL 

STRONG

LU � BE � UK � DE � AT � IE 
� FR � EE 

MODERAT

PT � CZ � SI � CY � MT � IT 
� ES � GR � LT � SK � HU �
LV � PL � HR 

MODEST

BU � RO 

EIS

MODERATE
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Average involvement per network
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JPIs: 7/10 ~ 70%

Response rate

send to 10 JPIs

On inclusiveness measures: 
openness and transparency

to answer with more depth

Open-ended question

AMR

CLIMATE

CULTURAL HERITAGE

FACCE

HDHL

JPND

MYBL

OCEANS

URBAN EUROPE

WATER

(3) Letter



„Which measures for (increasing) openness do you employ in your 

network?”

communication / outreach

calls / projects (CSA)

other specific measures

membership

SRIA

cooperation with other networks

JPIs



Art. 185s: 4/5 ~ 80 %
JTIs:  6/7 ~ 85,7 %
Σ 10/12 ~ 83 % 

Response rate

send to 5 Art. 185s and 7 JTIs

On inclusiveness measures: 
openness and transparency

Inspired by 

(2) Questionairre



„Which measures for (increasing) openness do you employ in your 

network?”

communication / outreach

calls / projects (CSA)

other specific measures

membership

SRIA

cooperation with other networks

communication / outreach

other specific measures

cooperation with other networks

JPIs A. 185s, JTIs



Call budget:
Structural
funds are

used

Call text
explicitly

encourages
involvement
of Widening
Countries in

projects

Call
regulations
allow larger
consortia if
Widening
Countries

are involved

Call
regulations
allow the

addition of
partners

from
Widening,…

None
Other,
please

specify:

Nizi1 20% 40% 20% 0% 30% 60%

0%

20%

40%

60%

(2) Which type of measures do you employ in the 
call preparation phase? 

Match-
making/Broke

rage events

Use of
partnering

tools

Dedicated
activities to
inform and
encourage

the research
community…

None
Other, please

specify:

Nizi1 60% 40% 70% 0% 50%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

(3) Which type of measures do you employ in the 
call promotion phase?

Include experts
from Widening

Countries in
evaluation panels in

order to maintain
geographical
balance and
diversity in

research expertise

Wild card - invite at
least one trans-

national project per
Widening Country

to submit full
proposals

Proposal selection
(note: not

evaluation criteria)
In case of equal
score proposals,
proposals with
more Widening
Countries are

preferred

Extend the
selection list by
increasing the

national budgets
and/or using a
flexible top-up

distribution

None
Other, please

specify:

Nizi1 100% 10% 10% 10% 0% 20%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

(4) Which type of measures do you employ in the 
call evaluation phase?

17 3 3
4 1

5 8 3

33 4 4
8 2

7 10
5

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

ERA-NET Art.185 EJP JPI FET JTI cPPP KIC

Average involvement in partnership initiative

EU-13 EU-15



ERA-LEARN EJP and ERA-NET Cofund Analysis vs. Art. 185 and JTI Questionnaire



ERA-LEARN EJP and ERA-NET Cofund Analysis vs. Art. 185 and JTI Questionnaire



ERA-LEARN EJP and ERA-NET Cofund Analysis vs. Art. 185 and JTI Questionnaire



ERA-LEARN EJP and ERA-NET Cofund Analysis vs. Art. 185 and JTI Questionnaire



Conclusions (1-3/8)



Conclusions (4-6/8)



Conclusions (7-8/8)



Recommendations



• Involvement in any type of partnership does
not solely depend on the openness

• Connected to interest and knowledge of the 
existing RI landscape

• Recognizing benefits of partnerships

• High profile promotion campaigns



• Increasing the intensity and number of 
contacts in widening countries

• Support widening countries with trainings, 
capacity building, workshops � allowing
exchange of best practices

• Effective platform for partner search

• Involving in core positions (management 
boards, strategic advisory boards, 
trandisciplinary boards, preparation of 
SRIAs, lead work packages)

• Allowing larger consortium if widening
countries are involved



• Visibility of impacts achieved by
partnerships

• Promotion of results of research funded
projects under partnerships

• Ensure balanced (fair and proportionate to
widening countries) structure of
evaluatiors



petra.zagar@gov.si

Thank you!


