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In view of item 6 of the agenda of the ERAC plenary on 2 October 2019, please find attached the
"Standing Information Point - Note on the role of the European Commission in the ERA-related Groups".
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Note on the role of the European Commission in the ERA-related Groups
The European Research Area (ERA) was initially launched by the publication of
the Commission Communication ‘Towards a European Research Area in 2000’. More
recently, the Lisbon Treaty mentions explicitly its achievement as an objective in the research
chapter1. It follows that the ERA is a key priority for the Commission.
Accordingly, the Commission has been and currently is actively involved in the achievement
of the ERA. The Commission is a member of all the ERA-related Groups since their set-up,
providing regularly, in different roles (see attached table), input on the content of the
discussions.
There are seven ERA-related Groups, currently:
 the European Research Area and Innovation Committee (ERAC) and its two dedicated
configurations: the High Level Group on Joint Programming (GPC), and the Strategic
Forum for International Science and Technology Co-operation (SFIC);
 the European Strategy Forum on Research Infrastructure (ESFRI);
 three Standing Working Groups respectively on: Gender in Research and Innovation
(SWG GRI), on Human Resources and Mobility (SWG HRM), and on Open Science and
Innovation (SWG OSI).
The Commission is committed to continuing to pursue pro-active collaboration in the future
with all the ERA-related groups and to provide input to their work. However, it should be
noted that with the next review in 2021, the ERA Advisory structure may evolve.
It should be noted that the achievement of the ERA is mentioned prominently in the mission
letter of Commissioner-designate Gabriel, which guarantees that it will remain high on the
policy agenda of the next Commission2. Education, research and innovation will be key to our
competitiveness and our ability to lead in the transition to a climate-neutral economy and new
digital age. Our world-leading science, research and innovation capacity can help us find
European solutions to the most pressing global issues.
The Commission will work with Member States to build a true European Research Area in
which we pull together all national and European efforts, and ensure that research, policy and
economic priorities go hand in hand.

1

“The Union shall have the objective of strengthening its scientific and technological bases by achieving a
European research area in which researchers, scientific knowledge and technology circulate freely, and
encouraging it to become more competitive, including in its industry, while promoting all the research activities
deemed necessary by virtue of other Chapters of the Treaties.”
2
“I want you to work with Member States to build a true European Research Area in which we pull together all
national and European efforts.”
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