Joint Programming Workshop
 - City of the Future -
Austrian Permanent Representation, 
Avenue de Cortenberg 30, 1040 Brussels, 7 September 2009
MINUTES

The aim of the workshop was to discuss (1) a Joint Programming Initiative (JPI) on the “City of the Future (CoF)” based on the respective proposal by Austria and (2) possibilities for modifying the proposal in the light of interests of Member States and Associated Countries (“nothing carved in stone”).  

Main points and conclusions:

· According to the Council Conclusions on Joint Programming (Council Doc. 16775/08) it is the GPC
´s task “to identify and substantiate the first list of a limited number of joint programme initiatives in due time … so that the Council is able to adopt joint programme initiatives no later than 2010” (para 11, p. 7).
· A GPC meeting / workshop on 14 September 2009 will provide the opportunity for delegations to present early suggestions for JPI themes. Austria will present “CoF” as a suggestion for a JPI theme there. As it is not expected that any represented country will commit itself to the modified proposal before 14 September 2009, Austria will take full responsibility for this presentation, although the input from this workshop will be integrated into the proposal.
· A JPI CoF can act as a sufficiently broad umbrella for a large number of generic technologies and allows linking together societal and technological issues by using a “European” approach. Furthermore, within this framework, certain cities can act as a kind of “test bed”.
· After the presentation of the (thematic topics of the) Austrian draft for a JPI CoF
, participants were invited to add additional topics / aspects to it in a mind-mapping process. These topics / apsects included e.g.:
· Resilience

· Liveability

· Fragmentation of lifestyles

· Wellbeing aspects 

· Interacting cities

· Security & safety (e.g. earthquakes)

· Internet of Things

· Smart Grids

· Decentralised energy production

· Scenario-based thinking

In a written contribution, Italy proposed the idea of Domotics (= home automation) and building automotives. France introduced two broader dimensions that could be reflected in a JPI CoF: (1) How to reduce the ecological footprint in cities, and (2) how to improve urban modelling. France also mentioned the possibility of an inductive approach (starting from concrete examples) instead of a deductive approach.
· Finally participants clustered the ideas & interests mentioned for a JPI CoF in 6 thematic areas:

· ICT

· Environmental issues
· Flow-driven issues
· Energy

· "Philosophy"
· Societal issues
Participants also identified a group of cross-cutting issues. For details on this clustering process see:
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(enlarge document to see details)
· To discuss the added value and the main aspects of a JPI CoF further, participants were split into two groups. Both groups discussed the following questions:

· Motivation of the topic (“philosophy”): how to sell it to policy makers?
· Is JPI the appropriate instrument? What would be the “added value” of a JPI?

· What would attract your country (most) to participate in a CoF-JPI?

· Working group A came to the following conclusions:
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· Working Group B reached the following results:
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· Furthermore, the following aspects have been mentioned in view of a JPI CoF:

· It is important to think about the degree to which global perspectives should be included in this JPI.
· One aspect of the JPI could be to look at the specific “skills” of European cities, and how to make the European City attractive to the world.
· Setting standards with regard to the CoF could also be an important added value for Europe

· Participants agreed that major added value of a JPI CoF would be the long-term perspective (which is missing in the respective ERA-Nets, for example); the joining of forces, and that it could give a European flavour to national programmes. 
· In view of convincing policy makers, it is also important to combine the “substance” (thematic topics, excellence research) with the political reality and the societal challenges.
· Austria will integrate the inputs of this workshop in its presentation (on a JPI CoF) at the GPC-Meeting on 14 September 2009. As it is not expected that participating countries will commit themselves to this modified proposal until then, Austria will take full responsibility for this presentation.

· If there is enough support for this initiative at the GPC meeting on 14/15 September, Austria would like to work together with interested countries by further elaborating and rewriting (together) a proposal for a JPI CoF.

· Positive / supporting statements on this initiative by delegations at the GPC meeting on 14/15 September 2009 will be a precondition for continuing the joint effort.
· Additional arguments / ideas contributing to the presentation on 14 September 2009 should be sent to Christian Seiser (Christian.seiser@bmwf.gv.at ) by 9 September 2009.
· For (further) information on this initiative, on Joint Programming, as well as on the European Research Area see www.era.gv.at 
Participants:
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�  High Level Group for Joint Programming


�  Ageing, Energy, Mobility, ICT & secure ambient intelligence, Future Internet, social innovations. See also: �EMBED Outlook.FileAttach���
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